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sitting on a chair opposite where she was sitting with Gurau on the plush-covered bench. But there recollection stopped.
*e I really came in quite by chance - or, rather, through a curious coincidence. As I was passing, I happened to notice your name on the bill-board, just when I was tanking about Gurau. I was just saying to myself: * I really must go and have a talk with him and come to an understanding with him about it.' Wasn't that odd ? Then it came into my head that I might call upon you, naturally with the idea at the back of my mind that I might perhaps have a word with you about what I was thinking of. Because I know, apart from anything else, what a high opinion Gurau has of you, and how much he respects your advice.
c< Perhaps I am being rather unceremonious. I'm not much of a diplomat. Or, rather, in the case of an old friend like Gurau, I don't try to be diplomatic. You understand, mademoiselle, that a man like Gurau, who has got on in the world through his own merits, who is coming more and more before the public eye, and who will go further - for my part, I can see him going very much further, if he does not stand in his own path - a man like that meets fewer and fewer people who try to tell him the truth, at the risk of displeasing him, but, at the same time, entirely because of their interest in him, in his career, in his future, For it is not always the man himself who is in the best position to judge in this respect, especially when, as in Gurau's case, he is a man of very high ideals, or at least very sincere ideals, even if they may lead him into being indiscreet, into putting the ideals of his party above anything else — or perhaps I ought to say his own intellectual ideals, his own philosophical ideals ; for I have an idea that he is not much of a party man, or at least that he is less so than some people, that there is nothing about him of the sectary, nothing of the man who does what he is told by his committee.
" And it is just for that reason that I think he is very lucky, whether he realises or not, to have a woman in his life who is not only a great artiste, whom I should have been

